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THE 


SPIRITUAL BODY, Oc. 


SKCTLION b 


HE doctrine of the Reſurrection, although 

not literally peculiar to the Goſpel, yet 1s 

in ſome good ſenſe one of its peculiar doctrines, 
as it is there more fully revealed; its Author, who 
is Chriſt Jeſus, the Reſurrection and the Life, 
brought forward to our view; and as it ſtands one 

of the chief corner- ſtones, without which the 
Goſpel ſuperſtructure would fall; as St. Paul 
ſtrongly and elegantly argues, in the beginning 

of his 15th chapter to the Corinthians. For theſe 
reaſons Chriſtians have ever held themſelves 
obliged to believe it, and he can hardly be de- 
nominated a Chriſtian who ſhould doubt it: yet 
how painfully have ſome felt themſelves bound 
to believe what their ſenſes contradicted, and 
what in the nature of things is impoſſible to be 
effected: while others, with as painful a reluc- 
tance, have declared it a ſubject they dared not 
think on. Now as every diſcovery the Divine 
Being has been pleaſed to make of himſelf or 
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works, will bear inveſtigation, and the more 
examined the brighter they appear, it ſhould ſeem, 
this doctrine muſt have ſuffered by ſome falſe 
manner of repreſenting it, or ſome groſs ideas 
formed concerning it. Some judging by Ezekiel's 

viſion, ſuppoſe bone will meet bone, and fleſh 
and finews come upon them: others, from the 


repreſentation in pictures, expect men and women 


will come tumbling up from their graves, ſcram- 
bling who ſhall get out firſt: even the learned, 
the ſublime, and 1 ingenious, have mentioned the 
duſt of the ſaints as precious, or reckoned the 
ſcattered atoms will be united again to form the 
human body, or ſpoken of refining the fleſh and 
raiſing bones, &c.—To refute thoſe: ſeveral opi- 
nions is the deſign of this undertaking, 
Ezekiel's viſion, it is well known, refers ta 
railing the Jewiſh captives again into a ſtate and | 
nation, notwithſtanding they looked on them- 


ſelves as dry bones, as being figuratively and po- 


litically dead; it meant to convey hope to the 
living, and had no reference to the literally dead. 
That thoſe who were buried a century paſt ſhould | 
ariſe from the graves in which they were then | 
depoſited, 18 impoſſible, ſeeing they are not there ; ; 
they have done as when above ground, given 
place to others, left their houſes to ſucceſſors; ; 

one generation paſſes from thoſe dreary waſtes and 
another cometh ; and if the Scriptures give us | 
juſt deſcription of the ſtate of the dead as a ſtate | 


of 


1 


of reſt and ſleep, one can hardly ſuppoſe them 
mingled in the mould of a burial-ground, as that 
is continually toſſed and agitated ; neither if they 
were ſo intermixed could there be any expectation 
of their coming forth, as from ſucha mixture nature 
has forbid any thing ſhould ariſe. When the ſeed 
is rotted and mixed with the clods of the valley 
it never ſpringeth again; nor will the rotten root 
of a tree ever ſprout forth bough or bloſſom : 
beſides every thing mixed with the earth remains 
with it, and becomes a part of its very ſubſtance 
therefore if the world of mankind was to come 
forth of the ground, it muſt be a new creation, 
not a reſurrection; for a ſhovel of mould is no 
more a man than a heap of rubbiſh is a houſe; 
and man might as eaſily have arifen out of the 
earth at firſt, without the divine hand to form 
him, as ariſe again when intermixed and become 
once more of its very ſubſtance. 

The Jewiſh law fixeth a kind of ſtigma on the 
carcaſe of man, pronouncing it more defiling 
than that of a beaſt, and commanding their 
ſepulchres to be placed at a convenient diſtance 
from their dwellings, with a viſible mark ſet on 
them, leſt any one ſhould unawares touch them; 
and notwithſtanding thoſe laws were more par- 
ticularly intended as a guard againſt the heatheniſh 
cuſtom of making gods of their departed heroes, 
and ſacrificing to the dead, yet connecting with 
ed laws what our Lord ſaid of ſepulchres being 

ful 
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full of dead men's bones and all manner of un- 
cleanneſs, we find very little reſpe& paid to this 
precious duſt. es | j 
As to uniting the ſcattered atoms, or ever 
ſo refined particles of matter, as every thing re- 
tains its own nature, being of the earth it muſt 
ſtill be earthy, conſequeatly corruptible and 
mortal ; and for ought we know, ere the world 
come to its end, every atom of duſt may have 
been a part of many human bodies : for the earth 
neither increaſeth nor decreaſeth, but as Solomon 
remarks of the ſea, © all the rivers run into it, 
« yet the ſea is not full; from the place whence 
e they came thither they return :”—ſo is the earth, 
it circulates continually, every generation of men 
are full of it, yet like the rivers they empty them- 
ſelves whence they came; the earth returns to 
the earth. Nor are the means and inſtruments 
to be employed at the general reſurrection, in the 
leaſt calculated for uniting ſuch ſcattered atoms. 
The angels (we are informed) will be commiſ- 
ſioned to gather the ſaints together to Chriſt, not 
collect them together and new rear the diſperſed 
fabric; the Spirit, which raiſed Chriſt from the 
dead, is to quicken them again into life, not re- 
build them: the potent voice of the Son of God 
is to awaken them out of their long ſleep, and 
to this mighty voice the additional ſound of a 
loud and ſhrill trumpet, the fitteſt inſtrument 
for awakening the dead from ſleep, but the very 
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unfitteſt for uniting particles of matter ſo as to 
form human bodies. 


Thus do thoſe ſeveral notions appear to me 
abſurd; and as the Almighty does not uſually 
work by contraries, but whenever it pleaſeth him 
to diſturb the order of nature, or overturn its 
laws, on ſome ſpecial occaſion, to aſſert his own 
authority and dominion, this is called going out 
of his place and doing his ſtrange work. He 
does not ſeek to raiſe our admiration and aſtoniſh- 
ment by working wonders, ſo much as our ado- 
ration by working uniformly wiſe, conſiſtent, and 
harmonious, -as the God of order; therefore 


having made us rational, can never expect us to 
believe abſurdities. 


SECTION II. 


IA. we know ſo very little of ourſelves at pre- 
ſent, it is not to be expected we ſhould 
accurately know what we ſhall be; yet we might 
& judge thus far, that ſpiritual bodies will not be 
compoſed of animal matter, nor incorruptible 


| bodies of component parts, which muſt naturally 


ſeparate. The Sadducees (very conſiſtent with 
their other principles) denied the reſurrection, for 
#25, they 
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they believed neither in Angel or Spirit; the 
Phariſees, who were full as learned as themſelves; 
believed both, and they taught the reſurrection 


of the body. Now theſe Sadducees were not 


ſceptics in other reſpe&s, not Epicureans, but a 
religious ſect among the Jews, worſhippers of 
the one living and true God, according to the 
inſtitutions of Moſes; and in common with the 
reſt of their countrymen, expected a future re- 
ward, a reſt in Abraham's boſom. But while 
they believed the immortality of the ſoul, con- 
ceived of heaven as one vaſt void, without viſible 
inhabitants, underſtood all ſpirit was equally 


ſublime and inviſible, in ſhort, connected no idea: 


with ſpirit but ſimple conſciouſneſs or pure in- 


telligence. They neither believed there was any 


| ſuch beings the Scriptures deſcribe as angels, nor 
the poſſibility of a human ghoſt-or apparition ; 
and thought they did the world a kindneſs in 
laughing ſuch things out of countenance. How 
far they indulged falſe notions, we who are bleſſed 
with the New Teſtament added to the. Old, may 
form ſome judgment; and when we read of 
thrones and dominions, principalities and powers; 
cherubims and ſeraphims, angels and arch- 
angels, &c. we ſurely need not think heaven 
without inhabitants, who are viſible at leaſt to 
each other; and as Moſes in ordering the taber- 
nacle made all things- according to the pattern 
ſhewed him in the mount, it is more likely the 
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nen which covered the mercy-ſeat were. 
the real likeneſs of ſome exiſting being, than 
only pictured from fancy. However, the br 
ance of thoſe heavenly. meſſengers in this world 
of ours, who were ſeen by mortal eyes, and con- 
verſed to mortal ears, is ſo frequently and clearly 
revealed in the word of God, that to diſpute it 
would be to call in queſtion the authenticity of 
the Scriptures; for however prophecy is wrapt up 
in figurative language, which the writers them- 
ſelves did not fully underſtand, yet hiſtory is ſo 
plain and diſtinct, that we may as well doubt the 
birth of our Bleſſed Redeemer, as doubt if angels 
appeared to the ſhepherds to announce it; as well 
believe our Lord never ſuffered his agony in the 
garden, as difbelieve the deſcent of an angel to 
ſtrengthen him; and as well diſpute his reſur- 
rection, as deny that angels were ſeen at the 
ſepulchre: thus as to angels. As to ſpirits or 
ghoſts, as I am writing to modern Sadducees, I 
muſt think it an unreaſonable reſolution to believe 
nothing but their own ſenſes, and to reſolve againſt 
the teſtimony of writers of the laſt century, (who 


; were many of them men as cautious, as judicious, 
a and as honeſt as any of the preſent day) only be- 
; cauſe they relate facts not familiar to us; not 

8 conſidering the effect naturally ceaſeth with the 

0 | g i i 

we cauſe, The regularity of public records, to- 

: gether with the certainty and facility with which 

- intelligence is conveyed from city to city, or from 


C „ one 


1 

one nation to another, render ſuch appearances 
(which an indulgent Providence might then per- 
mit) quit unneceſſary in the preſent day: and 
with regard to many things more terrifying than 
uſeful, let it be remembered, what a bleffing it- 


is that the Goſpel ſhines among us in its native 


ſimplicity and purity ; that idolatry and ſuper- 
ſtition have fled before it, and with them the 
power of Satan; for ſo far as the kingdom of Chriſt 
is advanced, ſo far is the kingdom of Satan 
weakened ; but-becauſe it is now day, ſhould we 
peremptorily affirm it never was night? When 
God commands, © you ſhall not ſuffer a witch to 
te live;” muſt I believe he commanded to put to 
death all the croſs old women in the land of 
Judea? or not rather believe there really was 
ſuch characters? And when the ſame Divine Being 
declares, “ the nations he caſt out before the 
ee children of Iſracl did converſe with familiar 
ce ſpirits,” who am J to believe, the man who 
perſuades me thoſe things were always impoſſible, 
or the mouth of truth itſelf, which afferts it as a 


fact? Although there may be a thouſand whim- 
ſical ſtories, the mere creatures of the fancy, and 


a thouſand tricks played off by jugglers to 
eſtabliſh prieſt- craft, yet that no more proves 


every narrative of the kind to be falſe, than 


hypocriſy can prove there is no truth in religion. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, while he reſided in this 


world, took every opportunity which preſented 
itſelf 
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itſelf to remove old prejudices, and give a more 
liberal turn to the judgment ; yet when an oppor- 
tunity the moſt favourable offcred to refute this 
opinion, he put not the leaſt check; when the 
diſciples cried out, ſuppoſing they had ſeen a 


ſpirit, he only quieted their minds, by ſaying, 


« it is I, be not afraid.” If it be replied, that 


this was an error of ſo little importance, and ſo 


childiſh a nature, it was below the notice of our 
Divine Maſter, and therefore he paſſed it over; be 
it ſo; yet, I think there is proof of our Lord's 
granting the point in full, when after his reſur- 
rection, appearing in the midſt of his aſſembled 
diſciples, (the doors being ſhut) they ſuppoſed 
they ſaw a ſpirit; „ handle me and feel me,” ſaid 
he who was equally acquainted with fleſh and 


ſpirit, and Enew well the laws of each; “ handle 


e me and feel me, for a ſpirit has not fleſh and 
© bones as ye ſee me have.” 
ing the point, in acknowledging their fears were 
not ſo very childiſh ar romantic? Was it not 
2 acknowledging that a ſpirit might have entered 
as he did, and bore a form ſimilar to that in 
. | which he then ſtood before them, only with this 


difference, it could not ſtand the touch? * A 


1 ce ſpirit has not fleſh and bones as ye ſee me have.” 
If we add the parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus, (a picture of our Lord's own drawing, 
$ therefore drawn in juſt colours) it is there ſup- 
poſed that one might riſe from the dead, and be 
E ES. ſent 
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Was not this grant- 
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ſent with a meſſage to the living; the Rich Man's 

requeſt 'being denied, not becauſe the thing was 
impoſſible, but becauſe of its inutility and ſuper- 
fluity; they had ſufficient means already, and 
ce if they believed not Moſes and the prophets, 


neither would they be | perſuaded tho“ one 
ce ſhould riſe from the dead.” Now all thoſe i in- 


ſtances put together amount to a proof, that our 
Lord did grant the poſſibility of ſpirits or ghoſts 
appearing in this world. | 

The calling up Samuel may be uſefully in- 
quired into in this place, though I know not from 
what arbitrary cauſe that apparition is commonly 
repreſented as the devil in the ſhape of Samuel. 
No doubt there was ſomething in the proceſs of 
this affair quite different to what the woman ex- 
pected, and from every thing ſhe had before ſeen, 
which occaſioned her crying out. If I ſpeculated 
on this circumſtance it ſhould be thus: if God 
ſuffer the ghoſts of his own people to be diſ- 
turbed on any very extraordinary occaſion, he q 
will not leave them in the hands of evil ſpirits, | 
but ſends guardian angels to conduct them. The 
woman ſaw God aſcending, a phraſe very com- 
monly uſed, among the Hebrews, when they ſaw 


Angels. An old man came up whom ſhe ap- 


pears to have no knowledge of, perhaps having 
never ſeen the prophet in his life-time ; but Saul | 
perceived it was Samuel, and bowed himſelf. 1 
This muſt have been the body of Samuel, for i 


the 


: C13: + 
the ſhape and colour of the ſoul are its ideas and 
conceptions; and the manner of addreſs is as a 


man awakened by violence out of a deep ſleep. 
e Why haſt thou diſquieted me and brought me 


« up?” Not brought him from heaven the reſi- 


dence of his ſoul, but called him up from ſleep; 
and the meſſage of terror he delivered to the king 
conveys the ſame idea: © to-morrow thou and 
te thy three ſons ſhall be with me.” Not ſhare in 
ſtate of felicity with the happy ſoul of the pro- 
phet; ſuch a meſſage would have been a real 


bleſſing, not a threatning ; but with'me in that 


ſtate of ſilence and Ne to which I am now 
returning, notwithſtanding this tranſient diſtur- 
bance; with me in Bades, the unſeen world, where 
the righteous and the wicked reſt together, til 
the dead ariſe and come to judgment. 

I have ſaid thus much in proof of the exiſtence 


| of angels and ſpirits, in order to help our ideas 


of the ſcripture account of reſurrection bodies; F 
fince without ſuch a belief, our conceptions con- 
cerning it muſt be very groſs; or, like the Sad- 
ducees of old, we may be tempted to deny i it. 
Dr. Watts (who was unpolite enough to believe 
in apparitions) has mentioned them in proof of 
the ſeparate exiſtence of the ſoul; but as they 
are the very features and gelturel of the body, 
why may we not ſuppoſe them the very thing! ? 
and inſtead of thinking it impoſſible they ſhould 
ever appear in this world, we ought to be very 


thankful 
% 


R 
thankful to the Author of Nature, who locks 
them up in a profound fleep, and thus defends 


us from their viſits ; for to this world (the wicked 


eſpecially) would naturally attract. 


SECTION 110, 


of ſpirit; concludes every thing within its 
reach 1s matter, and perhaps aſcribes properties 
to matter no ways eſſential to it. In ſo conciſe 


an hiſtory as that of the creation, delivered in 


ſuch ſtrong and nervous language, methinks not 
one ſyllable ſhould be overlooked. In the be- 


c pinning God created the heavens and the earth: 


« and the earth was without form, and void; and 


cc darkneſs was upon the face of the deep; and 
tc the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 


c waters.” Now here Moſes deſcribes the earth 


not a void, not emptineſs, but as it ſhould ſeem 


dead matter, void of any principle by which it 


might be brought into form, and an impenetrable 
darkneſs on it's ſurface, ſo that light could not 
enter; but when the Spirit of God moved upon 
the waters, and matter became impregnated with 
ſpirit, then God ſaid, “Let there be light, — 
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Ty) HILOSOPHY profeſſes to know nothing 


& 13-1 
jet there be form, —let there be motion, vegeta- 
tion, and life, and the obedient earth and ſeas 
obeyed ; and when we conſider that every thing 
in nature owes its growth or ſuſtenance to water, 
it ſurely chimes in with this account Moſes gives 
of the water being impregnated with ſpirit. Ac- 
cording to this, philoſophy knows as little of 
matter as of ſpirit, unleſs it could be examined 
in its origin; when, inſtead of form being ne- 
ceſſary to it, it was void of any principle by 
' which it could be reduced to order, till inter- 
mixed or impregnated with ſpirit. Upon theſe 
principles the doctrine of the tranſmigration of 
ſouls appears a more rational ſyſtem than is com- 
monly thought ; only remarking that the ancients 
_ diſtinguiſhed the conſcious reaſoning principle in 
man, not ſoul but mind; and even in the Old 
Z Teſtament, the heart and reins, the mind and 
q ſpirit, are terms frequently uſed to denominate 
[ | what we mean by foul ; and ſoul there commonly 
ſignifies animal life: they meant therefore the 
4 | foul of matter, the ſpirit which transfuſeth itſelf 
4 throughout nature; which is ſtronger in beaſts 
han in vegetative life, and a dern ſtronger | in 
1 the human compoſition than both. This ever 
3 active and vigilant principle might, for any thing 
their philoſophy could reach, or in all likelihood 
Ya; far as nature could operate, have been equally 
7 are from man to other parts of the crea- 
I on, and there might have been no difference 


betwixt 


1 6 J 
betwixt this ſpirit of man and that of the beaſt: 
£1] If God had not had a defire to the work of his 
= "I hands, if it had not been pronounced, Let not 
__— * man die; let him not return into the promiſ- 
ee cuous heap;” if our Lord Jeſus had not ran- 
ſomed us from the power of the grave, bearing 
away the curſe, and taking the charge of theſe 
ſleeping ſpirits, thus it might have been. 
Solomon (who knew nature well, having a 
ſuperior ſtrength of mind to examine its jaws) 
conſiders the animal frame of man the ſame as 
the beaſt ; for throughout the book of Eccleſiaſtes 
as he proves the inſufficiency of all ſublunary 


up one by one, he conſiders man as related only 
to this world and the vain things of this life; 
not as hurtful to his future intereſt, but as un- 
ſatisfactory and incompetent to his preſent feli- 
city; for which reaſon he carefully keeps out of 
ſight his immortal part and final account till the 
very end, when he changes his ſtyle, and adds a 


great naturaliſt repreſents as a beaſt; they conſider 
not * that they are beaſts; man has no pre- emi- 


e place? Who knoweth the ſpirit of a man which 
« goeth upward from the ſpirit of a beaſt which 
« which goeth downward ?” There was no Ale i 
cernible 3 nor could the moſt curious 7 I 
reſearches into nature ever diſcqyer their different a 


3 


3d 194 

* Fs 

"or 

"= 
* 5 


things to man's happineſs, while he takes them | 


ſolemnity to the whole. Now man, as animal, this bY. 


ce nence above the beaſts; Do not all go to one 
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Re: 
deſtination, had not revelation taught Solomon 
more wiſdom than' the ancients. But modern 


philoſophy having reſolved every thing into mat- | 

ter, argues thus: having no medium by which - 1. 

to judge of ſpirit, and arguing only negatively, 299 q 
| we conclude, ſpirit 1s 1n every reſpect what matter 1M 
. is not: a very raſh concluſion indeed. Suppoſe 1 

they had no poſſible means of acquainting them- | I 
\ ſelves with a worm, and only hearing of ſuch a / 9 
) reptile living in the earth, and crawling under i 
8 our feet and ane on our dead b if the 1 
3 KK concluſion in this caſe mould be, that the worm 4 
y muſt in every reſpect be what man is not, would not To 4 
1 ſuch a concluſion be falſe ? as the worm has a ſenſe 2 
y of pain, a love of life, and ſome other properties in 2 
: common with man. Thus mightwerationaily judge \Y 
« of ſpirit; although it is impoſſible to be acquainted 


Vith pure ſimple ſpirit unconnected with matter, 
of pet, judging by the infinite variety and perfect 
e coherence throughout all the works of God; con- 
W ſidering the curious link which joins, or hair— 
WW breadth line which ſeparates nature, fo that it is 
= ſcarcely diſcernable where vegetative life ends, 
and the animal begins; where the brute ends, 
1 and the human nature begins; or, perhaps, from 
Xs F a Newton to an angel, where the human powers 
ch at ſtop, and the angclic begins, Theſe things con- 

8 ſidered, why may we not conciude matter and 
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Life | 5 r bh | 
ſpirit muſt ſomewhere divide in as nice a point? 
Jus . N 
6 and where fo likely as the ſpiritual body, wich 
ent ñ | | 
5 D „ 


- WAS 
= | (as it belonged to this world) is moſt likely to be 
1 the very loweſt degree of ſpirit, and having lent 
its aid to, and been incorporate with matter, 
will retain many of the ſame properties when 
ſeparate from it. 


SECI L100 Iv, 


PROCEED to the ſcripture account of the 

Reſurrection. Job, whoſe faith was ſtrong in 
this article, repreſents it as a ſtate of ſleep, in 
which he ſhould be held a conſiderable time : 
& all the days of my appointed time will I wait 
ce till my change come: Thou ſhalt call and I 
cc will anſwer thee.” And in another place, 
comparing himſelf with vegetative nature, he 
conſiders the fap or fpirit of the tree as retired 
= within itſelf, becauſe it ſhoots out into freſh life 
7 BE 75 and vigour in the ſpring; but the ſap or ſpirit 
* belonging to the animal part of man gives no ſuch i 
; = ſpeedy and viſible proof of its exiſtence, Man's 
= ſpirit retires, but where, ſenſe can form no con- 
If ception ; yet faith believes it a ghoſt ſtill exiſt- 
ing, although retired from ſenſe, as the ſap of a | 
winter-tree is from outward appearance, and mall, 
when it has ſlept its winter through, ariſe to a 
never ending ſummer, | b 
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David, alluding to death, calls it a valley of 
ſhadows, or apparitions; he reckons it a ſtare of 
ſleep, from whence he ſhould one day be awaken- 
ed. Our Lord uniformly calls death ſleeping : 
“ our friend Lazarus ſleepeth, but I go that I 
ce may awake him;” alluding to the raiſing him 
from the dead. © He that believeth on me ſhall 
« never die;” ſaid he who is the Reſurrection 

and the Life. Agreeable to this declaration, our 
Lord proves the doctrine of the Reſurrection, by 
aſſerting the Patriarchs were living, their bodies 
living; for that was the ſubject of inquiry; they 
were living when Moſes ſtood before the fiery 
buſh : and this was no diſtinguiſhing privilege 
peculiar to thoſe eminent men, for all live to 


1 God, © who is not the God of the dead, but of 


« the living.” © She is not dead, but ſleepeth,” 
was the affirmation in another inſtance, where he 
was laughed to ſcorn, becauſe they all knew that 
ſhe was dead. 


: I cannot omit St. Paul's addreſs to king Agrippa, 
| F a man of a liberal education, inquiſitive mind, 
: and openneſs of heart; to this man the Apoſtle 
> 0 (who was equally learned and polite) propoſeth 
h a queſtion, with an air that beſpoke it unanſwer- 
3s Wd able, © Why ſhould it ſeem a thing incredible 
1— 4 Y cc with you, that God ſhould raiſe the dead?“ 

t- Had he ſaid impoſſible, it would refer to the Om- 
> 1 nipotence of God, to which nothing is impoſſible; 
I, but in ſaying incredible, he appeals to the man's 


9 39— reaſon 
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reaſon and judgment: which inclines me to think 
this doctrine was taught and underſtood in a dif- 
ferent manner from what ſome later ages have 
conceived of it, elle Agrippa might eaſily have 


replied, Becauſe not founded in nature, but con- 5 


trary to all its known laws. For this material 
body, which we ſee broke up, diſperſed, ſcattered, 
and devoured by vermin, and in the courſe of 
time become interwoven with the bodies of many 
other animals or men, ſo as to become a real and 
proper part of their ſucceſſors; for theſe men, 
after all, to ariſe corporeal bodies, juſt as they 
were depoſited in the grave, this is an abſolute 
incredibility. . | 

I proceed to that full and clear diſcuſſion of 
this ſubje& in the 15th chapter of Corinthians. 
In thar ſeat of polite literature, the city of Co- 
rinth, there was ſome among profeſſing Chriſtians 


who had reaſoned themſelves out of a belief of this 


doctrine ; they ſaid, there is no reſurrection of 
the dead; and aſked, with a ſneer, how and with 
what bodies they ſhould ariſe, after they had been 


mutilated and transformed (through the means of 1 
vegetation) into the ſubſtance of inanimate or 6 | 
animal nature? The Apoſtle retorts their ſneer, 2 
and directs them to examine the nature of vege- 
tation ; that the ſeed could produce no harveſt, $ | 
unleſs it entered into a death ſtate ; * that which 
& thou ſoweſt is not quickened, except it die!“ $ | 
neither do you look for the ſame identical ſeed ro 
ſpring 


i 
ſpring up again: © thou ſoweſt not that body 
which ſhall be;“ yet they expected every ſeed to 
produce its own kind, according to the original 
appointment of God, that every thing ſhould 
have ſeed in itſelf; and there was no chance or 
hazard, if wheat was the grain ſown, that any 
other but wheat would ſpring from it. But the 
Apoſtle appears to recolle& the contracted ideas 
they had imbibed, through a philoſophy which 
taught that ſpirit muſt in every reſpe& differ 
from matter, or from every thing within the 
compaſs of this terreſtrial globe; conſequently a 
ſpiritual body would grate upon their cars as a 
contradiction in terms; he therefore digreſſes a 
little, by calling their attention to animal nature 
in general, which, however united in one com- 
mon principle, all animal, yet varied in its con- 
texture and quality: © one kind of fleſh of men, 
ce another fleſh of beaſts, another of fith, and ano- 
ce ther of birds.” So, ſaid he, © there are bodies 
ce celeſtial and bodies terreſtrial,” and theſe vary 
in the ſame proportion as inhabitants of different 
worlds, as bodics here vary by inhabiting dif- 
ferent elements : © for the glory of the terreſtrial 
6e is one, and the glory of the celeſtial is another.“ 
Light is the next ſimile he uſeth, which is the 
ſame in nature, yet widely different in degrees, 
and as it proceeds from the ſun, the moon, or 
the ſtars, varies in its appearance, operation, and 
effects. There is one glory of the ſun, another 


60 glory 
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© glory of the moon, and another glory of the 
ec ſtars, and one ſtar differs from another ſtar in 
ce glory.“ As if the Apoſtle had ſaid, Look 
around, look above, or look beneath you, and 
behold together, with a beautiful uniformity, an 


infinite variety, all glorious, with a regular gra- 


dation throughout all. Judge, therefore, by the 
analogy of things, and by the works of the Al- 
mighty, which are within the compaſs of your 
knowledge, meaſure thoſe which are beyond it, 
and thus judging, you will perceive ſpirits may 


be diverſified, in the ſame manner as every thing 


in this material ſyſtem, 

Having made this digreſſion, he proceeds in 
the direct anſwer to the queſtion, © How and with 
«© what bodies they ſhould ariſe ?” So as the ſeed 
which muſt die, or enter into a ſtate of ſeparation 
cre it is quickened ; ſo as the ſeed which comes 
not up again the ſame as committed to the ground, 
but riſeth into new life and vigour; ſo as the ſeed 


which never comes up in an heterogeneous form, _ 


or caſually produceth a grain differing from itſelf, 
but every ſeed produceth its own body; © ſo alſo 
cc js the reſurrection of the dead: it is fown in 
corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption ; it is 
ce ſown in diſhonour, it is raiſed in glory; it is 
« ſoun in weakneſs, it is raiſed in power; it is 
<« ſawn an animal body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual 
e body: for there is an animal body and there is 
%a ſpiritual body, According 3 as it is written, 
the 


* 


4 


\ 

e 
« the firſt Adam was made a living ſoul,” or a 
living man, made out of or compoſed of the 
ground; * but the ſecond Adam,” the man Chriſt 
Jeſus, „“ is a quickening ſpirit.” The Apoſtle 
argues our compound nature as matter and ſpirit, 
from our union with thoſe two heads; and not- 
withſtanding that which is animal appears firſt, 
and not that which is ſpiritual, yet afterwards it 
ſhall appear we are ſpiritual ; for although * the 


« firſt man is of the earth,” and conſequently 


<« earthy,” yet © the ſecond man is the Lord 
« from heaven,“ conſequently ſpiritual; and as 
ſurely as we have borne the likeneſs of our firſt 


PF parent, who was of the earth, and therefore 


earthy, we ſhall bear the likeneſs of our ſecond 
head, who is heavenly, and therefore ſpiritual, 
Thus the Apoſtle, who had before compared the 
body to feed, which muſt have the vivid principle 
in itſelf or could produce no harveſt, now proves 
his aſſertion, that we ſhall be raiſed ſpiritual, by 
our union to our ſpiritual head, through which 
means we have a ſpiritual body as ſurely as we 


have a natural body, or the principle of ſpirit 
interwoven in the animal in ſome ſuch manner as 
dhe vivid principle is interwoven in the grain. 


He goes on, and in the ſtrongeſt terms repro- 
bates the idea of railing corporal bodies. This 


1 | © I ſay, brethren, fleſh and blood cannot inherit 


« the kingdom of God,” which is a ſpiritual 
world; neither can fleſh and blood, which is 


corruption, 
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corruption, or in its own nature corruptible, g 
partake of the inheritance with the ſaints, which f 
inheritance is incorruptible. 1 
He proceeds to ſhew the neceſſity there is for A 
every thing mortal to be left behind, ere we " 
aſcend the heavenly world, by aſſerting that if ye 
any ſhould 'be alive at the ſounding of the laſt 8 
trumpet, they alſo muſt paſs under a change as 
ſimilar to death; they muſt likewiſe be ſeparated vi 
from every thing groſs or earthy ; © for this cor- thi 
e ruptible muſt put on incorruption, and this Het 
«© mortal muſt put on immortality.” Thus St. the 
Paul to his Corinthian friends; and he muſt have ¶ po- 
inſtructed the Theſſalonians in the ſame prin- by 
ciples, or he would have prayed in an unknown bei 
language when he preferred ſuch a prayer to God Wc { 
for them, © that their whole ſpirit, even their ſoul par. 
& and body, ſhould be preſerved blameleſs.” WM poſi 
We learn from this Apoſtle, that theſe bodies ( ſpe 


of ours are not all earth, but interwoven with 
ſpirit, and this ſpirit being the ſubſtance, or. L 
eſſence, is denominated the body, and this is what | 
(being ſeparated from all matter, which is 2 
corruptible, and mortal) will be raiſed from its I 
bed of earth a real ſpirit, although inferior to | oy 
ſome more ſublime and illuſtrious ſpirits in the | ö 
celeſtial world, as the twinkling light of a ſtar 1 is 
infer! ior to that of the ſun ; and bes in a kind 


1 


we cal ſoul, as a beaſt differs Fabia a Ss or 1 4 
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fin from a bird: and this ſeparation of matter 
from ſpirit, he informs us, is generally performed 
in a way congenial to the other works of the 
Almighty, and the operations of nature; and if 
we conſider that a corpſe, although a dead mari, 
yet is not dead matter, not duſt and aſhes, but 
matter with all its vivid principles within itſelf; 
and even theſe principles in motiun, for it changes 
viſibly and perpetually. All this conſidered; 
there is nothing incredible in the ſuppoſition, that 
't goes through a change ſomewhat. ſimilar to 
the ſeed ; yet as all this is effected by the mighty 
power of Chriſt, he can make the ſame ſeparation 
9 by the means of fire and water, all the elements 


3 


being under his controul, © he is able even to 
„ ſubdue all things unto himſelf.” The com- 
paring the body to ſeed likewiſe conveys the ſup- 
WW poſition of a ſpeedy ſeparation, and the Apoſtle 
Mcſpeaking in the preſent tenſe, “ ſo is the reſur- 
K rection of the dead, it is raiſed,” &c.) confirms 
q Whe ſentiment: 
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SECTION V. S 

T appears from the foregoing obſervations, that | a 

the nations of the dead are not ſleeping duſt, i 

but ſleeping ghoſts; as to where they ſleep, 1 
might be hard for us to underſtand if it were 

more fully revealed. Daniel deſcribes them b 

« ſleeping in the duſt of the earth ;” other ſcrip- IM © 

tures ſpeak of the ſea, and death, and bades 2 


giving them up ; however, it is abundantly ſuf- 
ficient for us to know they are ſafe under the pro- i 
tection of him © who has the keys of death and the A | 
ec unſeen world; and there the rich and the poor, 
e the righteous and the wicked ſleep together; 
« there the wicked ceaſe from troubling ; there 9 
te the weary are at reſt,” If it be aſked, what ji | 
ſhape this ſpiritual body takes when ſeparate from $ 
matter, I anfwer, its own ſhape. I have before 
noticed, from the account Moſes gives of he | y | 
creation, that form is not neceſſary to matter. 
| Solomon ſeems of this opinion, when he calls the TM 
forming the bones in the womb, © the way of A 
« the ſpirit.” Now if matter receive all its 8 1 
2 and hay from its incorporation with Fi) 
tures, proportion fs organs, give life to the eye % J 
and vigour to the countenance, no doubt Be | | 
may remain when the matter which was inter- 
worry 2 1 
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woven with it is all dropt ; and that thus it is we 
have ſome proof in the account the Evangeliſt 
gives of ſuch ſeparated bodies. © Many dead 

ce bodies,” or bodies which had been dead, © aroſe, 
cc and came out of their graves, after our Lord's 
te reſurrection, and came into the holy city, 
« namely, the city of Jeruſalem, and appeared 
ce unto many.“ Now theſe were not ſhadows, but 
bodies; not corporeal, but ſpiritual bodies; as 
they did not return again to their dwellings to 
eat and drink as Lazarus did, who was called out 
of ſleep to die again; they only appeared; they 
vere ſaints, no doubt ſome of our Lord's own 
diſciples, and the firſt trophies of his power over 
the grave; theſe were reſurrection bodies, and 
they muſt have appeared juſt like what they were 
in life, or how could their friends, to whom they 
1 appeared, know them to be the bodies of their 
acquaintance, the bodies of ſaints ? This, I think, 
E amounts to a proof of my aſſertion, that they 
continue their own ſhapes. But what glorified 
bodies will be, St. John obſerves, does not yet 
3 appear, yet are there a great many hints up and 
down the ſcriptures. Our Lord aſſures the Sad- 
XX ducees, thoſe who are counted worthy of the 
reſurrection to life, are as the angels, and angels 
| P 1 have a viſible glory, deſcribed by thoſe who ſaw 
chem, as white raiment, or ſhining raiment. St. 
Paul Res the glory of the ſaints, © being clo iched 
1 1 4 c upon,” in one place; in another, „being cn - 
| E2 55 formed 


1-20" 1 


te formed to the'; image of the Son of God.” . 


John ſays, © we ſhall be like him, when we ſee 


L 


e him as he 1s. Daniel deſcribes their luſtre 
cc as the firmament, and as the brightneſs of the 
« ſtars.” The luſtre put on the Face of Moſes 
Was undoubtedly a ſmall degree of this glory; as 
well as a ſimilar inſtance in Stephen, ce when the 
ce whole council looked upon him, and ſaw his 
e countenance as it had been the face of an 
« angel.” But St. Peter teſtifies what, he had 
ſeen, for he was eye-witneſs to the bodies of 
Moſes and Elias, who appeared in glory and 
talked with his Maſter, concerning the ſufferings 


he was to accompliſh at Jeruſalem ; which (by 
the way) is a proof that the organ of ſpeech, 
which is man's glory, will be continued in a 
The diſciples ſaw likewiſe the glory 


future ſtate. 


of their Lord, ec when the faſhion of his coun- 


« tenance was altered, and his raiment became 


Fe white and gliſtering:“ * this was a viſible glory, 
or in the language of St. Paul, an. being cloathed 
cc © upon.” | | 


In this place I will juſt ſpeak a word to the 


queſtion, Whether the ſaints will | know each other 
in a future ſtare ? 


as their very ſclves, in their own likeneſs, to be 
ſure they can know each other; but when we con- 
ſider them as arrayed i in glory, and perhaps ſome 
more glorious than others, it is as likely they 
may not. 


N or can ſuch knowledge be eſſential, 
or 


| 


Now when we conſider them 


1 
or ſo much as an addition to future felicity; for 
he who knows God, and is known of him, with 
the perſpicuity of heavenly light, he who enters 
into his Maſter's joy, and partakes of his glory, 


can want nothing to make him compleatly happy, 


A nor receive any addition to ſo ſublime a felicity 
J from any inferior object; and however neceſſary 
W and comfortable the ties of conſanguinity are 1n 
mis little contracted fphere we now occupy, yet, 


hen we come to heaven, our hearts will be 


9 enlarged, in ſome proportion to the enlarged circle 
| | we ſhall then fill, and all thoſe lower ties will be 
A diſſolved; © there they neither marry nor are 
b | « given in marriage;” and when we arrive at 


the full ſtature of perfe& men in Chriſt Jeſus, we 


hall adopt his ſentiment, ſaying, © Who is my 


brother, my ſiſter, and mother, but thoſe who 
do the will of my Father in heaven?“ We 
VL all know no man after the fleſh, but be known 
j To each other in the more ſublime and exalted 
9 Fharacter of ſons and daughters of the Lord 
e and all we be brethren. | 

, | As infancy and old age bear the marks of this 
U adio ſtate, the one defective, the other de- 
L 0 Lining, it may naturally be ſu ppoſed, neither an 
2 "bf days, nor a man of grey hairs, will be 
ZÞund among the glorified ſaints; all will be com- 
3 ieatiy beautiful, nothing defective, when the 
1 hurch is preſented to the Father, not only with- 


out 


[ 30 1 


out moral defilement, but likewiſe without out- 


ward ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. © 
When the laſt trumpet ſhall ſound, and the 60 
dead be raiſed and come to judgment, the fcrip- ec 
tures inform us will be the end of the world, or the 
the end of the age; it is future to every genera- 90 


tion of men, and, with reſpect to every individual, 
will be the laſt judgment; for the dead ſhall 


ariſe and. come forth to give an account of the » 
things done in the body; ſome awaking to b 
| 1 5 . 7 
everlaſting life, others to ſhame and everlaſting th 
confuſion. But that all the dead remain in their 

ſtate of oblivion ſleeping from Adam to the pre- # 
ſent day, is hardly to be ſuppoſed; for we know” „ 155 
Moſes, who died on earth, as well as Elias, who I | *X 
was caught up into heaven, both appeared on 44 
mount Tabor 1n their glorified bodies, and the 3 5 
reſurrection bodies of thoſe ſaints who appeared 1 an 
after our Lord's reſurrection, we may be ſure bh Wh 


were not remanded back to their ſtate of 1 1 
again. The meſſenger who was ſent to St. John 1 

with the words of prophecy, it ſnould ſeem, had I 
been one of our Lord's diſciples, for thus he 
declares concerning himſelf ; © I am thy fellow- 
« ſervant, and * thy brethren, who have te 8 
c teſtimony of Jeſus.” Now add to all thoſe | 5 | 
particular inſtances the prophecy of Daniel, who || 
foretold a general reſurrection about the cloſe off 1” 
the Jewiſh CEconomy, which prophecy our Lord i 4 N 
confirms, by declaring that ſuch an event was | 1 


[ 31 


| « hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
« ſhall hear the voice of the Son of Man, and 
ce they that hear ſhall live.” Now putting all 
theſe things together, I think they afford pretty 
good evidence in favour of a general reſurrection 
and a deciſive judgment, about the time Jeruſa- 
lem was broke up: and the thing which has been 
is the thing that may be, from that period to the 
breaking up all the works of this material globe, 


periods; for when our Lord comes to take ven- 
Tz | geance of his enemies, one text informs us, © he 
vill come with ten thouſands of his faints ;” 
EC te them that ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with 


« not that the ſaints ſhall judge the world ?” Now 
all theſe muſt reſpect glorified ſaints, as to come 
1 with the ſaints, and the ſaints raiſed up with the 
XX promiſcuous multitude to ſtand before him, can- 
9 not mean the ſame thing, any more than judging 
the world, and ſtanding to be judged, can refer 
to the ſame action. St. John (as I underſtand 
him) foretels a general reſurrection, and final judg- 
ment, juſt before he deſcribes the latter day 
FE glories of the church. 

. 1 It is generally acknowledged, the coming of 
Chriſt refers to various events: he comes in 
te offers of the goſpel; © behold he ſtands at 
che door and knocks:” in reference to this, 
1 _ 


very near at the time he was upon earth: © the 


there may be many ſuch general and deciſive 


c him,“ ſays another; and St. Paul, know ye 
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; if any man open to him, he will come and 
„ dwell with him.” He comes to every man 
at death; in reference to this, „ bleſſed is 
te that ſervant whom the Lord when he cometh 
dc ſhall find watching.“ He comes to try and 
11 judge his churches; in reference to this, © he 
= | 2 | « will come and remove the candleſtick out of 
= e its place, where they leave their firſt love and 
ec do not repent.” Chriſt will likewiſe come to 
eſtabliſh his kingdom of peace, to ſet up his 
_ univerſal ſtandard, when all nations will low to 
him. And he did come in a moſt tremendous 
and awful manner to the Jewiſh nation, when he 
appeared in his own glory and that of his Father, 
to avenge the inſults caſt upon both, to take 
vengeance on them that knew not God, and 
obeyed not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt z 
who were puniſhed with remedileſs deſtruction 
7 from the preſence of the Lord, and the bright- 
=) neſs of his appearing; for on them came the 
F blood of all the righteous martyrs who had been 
lain, in as much as in them were accompliſhed 
all the dreadful predictions throughout the Old 
Teſtament; for to that very people, and that par- 
ticular period, our Lord applies one of the moſt 
tremendous: © they ſhall ſay to the rocks and to 
* the mountains, fall on us,” & e. Accordingly, 
they endured ſuch tribulation as never was before, 
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* no, nor ever ſhall be, for the mouth of the Lord 

N 5 c - : | ® . | Wc 
: has ſpoken it; they literally hid themſelves in dens | 
; | and 
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and caves of the earth, for the great day of the 
Wrath of the Lamb was come, and who was able 
Ito ſtand; and on them abides the ſentence pro- 
Wnounced on Cain, “ a fugitive and a vagabond 
7 & ſhalt thou be.” In reference to this coming 
5 of the Judge, the Prophet Joel calls to faſting 
I and ſackcloth, to weeping and howling, becauſe 
Wit brought deſtruction from the Almighty. But 
the coming of Chriſt to judge the world is no 
F where ſet forth in ſuch terms of horror and 
3 amazement, nothing but majeſty and mildneſs 
Y deſcribe his approach; St. John ſaw © a great 
E white throne, and he that ſat upon it, from 
EF whoſe face the earth and the heavens fled away, 
and there was no place found for them: thus he 
ſets forth the brilliancy of the judge whoſe luſtre 
eclipſed the earth and heavens, they both retire 
as the light of the ſtars before a noon-day ſun; 
For, in the ſublime language of the Prophet, 
*in compariſon with him they appear as nothing, 
yea as leſs than nothing.” When the throne 
aas ſer, the books were opened, and the new 
1 7 alſed dead, both ſmall and great, judged out 


9405 come in his glory, then ſhall he fit upon the 
BP throne of his glory, and before him ſhall be 
gathered all nations, and he ſhall ſeparate them 
»Y one from another, as a ſhepherd divideth the 
| ſheep from the goats; and then he will divide 
F „„ to 


* to each a reward according as their works have 
<« been.” In both theſe deſcriptions, we ſee the 
Fudge as a decider of cauſes, appearing, not as 
an overflowing ſcourge, not with the battle of 
the warrior, and garments rolled in blood, but 
with majeſty and mildneſs ; therefore here is 
nothing in all this which forbids the repetition 
of fuch an auguſt appearance, as there are ſuc- 
ceſſive generations of ſmall and great of all na- 
tions. Theſe thoughts appear to me more con- 
ſonant to ſcripture and reaſon than the ſuppoſition 


that all the dead ſleep from Adam to the end of 
time. 


SECTION VI. 


A WORD or two of the never-dying, never- 
ſleeping ſoul, leſt my readers tax me with 
blending body and ſoul in one: that ſoul, which 
our Lord declares, defies the ſword of perſecu- 
tion, that killed the body; becauſe not being 
compoſed of component parts, not interwoven 
with matter, is not liable to diflolution, nor ſub- 
ject to the ſtroke of death; that ſoul, which, as 
our Saviour expreſſeth it, is born of the Spirit, 
and of which God is the Father; that ſpirit 
which returns to God who gave it, when the body 
is returns 
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returns to the earth from whence it was. Life 
and incorruption, it is ſaid, are brought to light 
by the goſpel, that is, the reſurrection of the 
body; which was diſputed and diſbelieved among 
thoſe who were bleſſed with a revelation, and 
wholly unknown- among other nations of the 
world; but the immortality of the ſoul, its ſublime 
nature, and indiſſoluble quality, was acknow- 
tedged both by Jews 'and Greeks; the beſt phi- 
Hoſophy taught it, and the generality of mankind 
feeling a ſtrong deſire for life, and a general ap- 
Wprehenſion of ſome future ſtate, took it upon 
Wrruſt. For which reaſons, thoſe doctrines are, 
throughout the New Teſtament, rather taken for 
Franted, than argumentatively proved. Thus, 
hen both Paul and Peter mention the body as a 
abernacle or tent, thoſe to whom they addreſſed 
eee there was a living inhabitant within 
vhich. could return home when the tent was taken 
Pow. When St. Paul ſpeaks of death, as being 
bncloathed, does it not convey an idea that the 
ody is the dreſs of the ſoul, which may be put 
ff without any damage to itſelf? This kind of 
Wn guage being familiar in the New Teſtament, 
ſome argument in proof of the ſeparate exiſt- 
ce of the ſoul, which I ſhall conſider a little 
pore particularly ; and firſt, it ſeems improbable 
hat after ſome dying ſaints, and mne in mm 
as to elevate them ove the ſenſe of pain} « ES 0 — 
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1 36 ] 
and enable them to ſing in the midſt of flames, 
having, as it were, their ſouls tranſported to 
heaven, or with Stephen, ſeeing heaven opened, 
and the glory of God, and Jeſus Chriſt ſtanding 
at the right hand of God; that ſuch ſouls ſhould 
immediately on leaving the body, paſs into a a 
ſtate of oblivion, and inſenſibly fleep away two or 
three centuries, this appears improbable. ** The 
de ſpirit,” ſaid Solomon, * returns to God who 
er gave it.“ .“ Father, into thy hands I commit 
© my ſpirit,” ſaid our dying Lord; and Stephen 
called upon God and ſaid, Lord Jeſus receive 
c my ſpirit.” Now all theſe muſt believe not 
only that the ſoul could exiſt without the body, 
but exiſt in a ſtate of felicity, “ for in the pre- 
& ſence of God is fulneſs of joy, at his right a 
ee hand are pleaſures for evermore.” That St, 
Paul moſt certainly believed the ſoul could enjoy 1 n 
the heavenly felicity ſeparate from the body may 
be proved, not only from that celebrated paſſage | 
where he expreſſes his deſire of departing out of 
this world, that he might be with Chriſt, which 
would be far better than abiding in the fleſh ; 
but is further proved from that ſuſpence he was 
in, whether ſuch an event had not taken place. 15 4 
He was caught up into the third heaven, into 1 9 | 
Paradiſe, and ſaw unutterable glory; « but 5 152 
e whether in the body or out of the body,” i 1 1 
he, cc * I cannot tell, God knoweth ;” he repeats 
again, 0 whether in the body 1 cannot tell, or f 
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c whether out of the body I cannot tell, God 
ce knoweth,” Now this evident doubt whether, 
his ſoul remained in his body, or his ſtronger 
ſuſpicion that it was really ſeparate, is a very 
| ſtrong proof he believed the ſoul might be in a 


on the earth all the while. Our Lord's anſwer to 
the thief on the croſs would corroborate theſe 
| evidences might it remain juſt as it ſtands in the 
text; yet it may be difficult to find a better mode 
| of explaining it ; as to thoſe who fancy our divine 
| Maſter made uſe of a yague expreſſion, and by 
ſaying Parzdiſe, only meant they ſhould both be 
in the ſtate of the dead, this is too groſs to 
charge to the account of the dying Redeemer, 
Jas this would be mocking the man in the moſt 
© ſerious buſineſs and in the moſt important mo- 
ment. Nor could the Jews uſe ſuch a word jn 
ſo unfixed a ſenſe ; for what idea could be con- 


delight? Therefore, if the Jews uſed to call the 
15 ſtate of the dead Paradiſe, they certainly under- 
ſtood the departed were in ſome place of enjoy- 
ment, not in a ſtate of deprivation and total in- 


yelicve our Lord uſed the word in any vague or 
P aeterminate ſenſe, after St. Paul tells us he was 
baten up into the third heaven, into Paradiſe 
Jab others ſuppoſe our Lord not referring to the 
we when the man ſhould be in Paradiſe, but ta 


the 


| ſtate of enjoyment in heaven, his body remaining 


nected with Paradiſe but a ſtate of felicity and | 


be ; and there can be very little reaſon t 
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: the time he was tes. gan that 8575 of 
- his greateſt degradation and ſuffering, he then 
made the promiſe of future felicity. To this 
might be replied, the adding this day in ſuch a 
ſenſe gave no weight to the promiſe, therefore it 
was a ſuperfluity, and every ſuperfluous ſyllable in 
ſo momentous a criſis muſt be impertinent; be- 
ſide, our Lord never called the time of his 
ſuffering a day, but an hour, and his own mode 
of ſpeech but juſt before this, might determine 
the ſenſe; „all of you ſhall be offended becauſe 
© of me this night :” © I tell thee, Peter, this 
© night, before the cock crow, &c.“ Now in 
both theſe inſtances, this night does not refer to 
the time when he ſpake, but to the time when 
they would be guilty of their breach of truſt, 
What can be more natural than the ſame perſon 
uſing the ſame mode of ſpeech but a few hours 
diſtant, ſhould intend the ſame meaning ? nor 
can the text read ſo ſmooth, or feel ſo nervous, in 
any other ſenſe as in that in which it has been 
generally taken, namely, as a promiſe to this 
anxious dying man, that he ſhould go with his 
Saviour that very day into his kingdom, into Pa- 
radiſe, where he is the tree of life, diſpenſing im- 
mortality to all his faithful fervants; and taken in 
this ſenſe, it ſtands a full proof of the ſeparate exiſt- 
ence and happineſs of the ſoul ; nevertheleſs a ſtate 
of activity any ſervice, or of uſeful and improved 


enjoyment, 
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body and ſoul 
F Him who 18 s} 
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Ibde co deſtroy boch body and ſoul in hell; and. , 
Feeing we know that our labour will not bo in 
rain in the Lord, ce Jet us be ſtedfaſt and un- 


moveable, always abounding in the work of „ 
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CLUSION, on, + I 3 


As we live in an age of free inquiry, and re- i 


ligion is a ſcience every one ſhould cultivate, 9 
made no apology for ſtating my opinion but, k. 21-5 
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pving done with this, (which is generally ac 7} 
0 Þunted a perplexed ſubject) I haveil ; 
a ith every deſign of troubling the world with, $ 
Dy more publications. I haye wrote, I hope, as #®, l 
God enabled me; but of this am ſure, I could —_— 
t no aſſiſtance from man. How far I have ac- *_ 1 
Pitted myſelf in removing the charge of | 
o. the candid reader w_ be a judge; to 3 
Doſe patience I commend the peruſal, and the 4 
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